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One of the great classics of prison literature, Letters and Papers from Prison effectively serves
as the last will and testament of the Lutheran theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Dietrich Bonhoeffer
was a young German pastor who was executed by the Nazis in 1945 for his part in the “officers’
plot” to assassinate Adolf Hitler. This expanded version of Letters and Papers from Prison
shifts the emphasis of earlier editions of Bonhoeffer’s theological reflections to the private
sphere of his life. His letters appear in greater detail and show his daily concerns. Letters from
Bonhoeffer’s parents, siblings, and other relatives have also been added, in addition to
previously inaccessible letters and legal papers referring to his trial. Acute and subtle, warm
and perceptive, yet also profoundly moving, the documents collectively tell a very human story
of loss, of courage, and of hope. Bonhoeffer’s story seems as vitally relevant, as politically
prophetic, and as theologically significant today, as it did yesterday.

From School Library JournalGrade 7 Up—In this sequel to The Lion Hunter (Viking, 2007),
Telemakos, half-Aksumite grandson of King Arthur, has been accused of treason by the najashi
of Himyar, in whose care he has ironically been sent for protection. As punishment, the boy is
separated from his beloved younger sister, Athena, and forced to wear a bracelet of bells that
announces his presence, so he can no longer explore the palace in hopes of finding the secrets
behind the many intrigues that surround him. He is not able to communicate directly with his
parents in Aksum, so he must use his wits to outsmart Abreha. Telemakos is an engaging
character, a resourceful young man who is forced to make adult decisions that affect his loyalties
and future, and the future of his country. Readers unfamiliar with the previous volume may have
a hard time sorting out the many names and background, but fans of The Lion Hunter will find
more of the danger, plots, and adventure found in that title. Filled with friendships and secrets,
trust and treachery, this is a worthy entry in Wein's sophisticated look at ancient Ethiopia.—Beth
L. Meister, Pleasant View Elementary School, Franklin, WICopyright © Reed Business
Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistWein concludes her
Mark of Solomon duology, begun in The Lion Hunter (2007), with this equally absorbing title
about Telemakos, grandson of King Arthur and heir to an ancient Ethiopian dynasty. Once again,
the story’s richly imagined historical setting and scholarly underpinnings add great depth to the
suspenseful political drama. As before, though, it’s Telemakos’ transformation from boy into hero
and his fierce familial loyalty and love that are most affecting. Though a glossary, a map, and a
family tree will help teens unfamiliar with the first book, this one will appeal most to those
who enjoyed Telemakos’ previous adventures. Grades 7-10. --Gillian EngbergReviewFilled with
friendships and secrets, trust and treachery, this is a worthy entry in Wein's sophisticated look at
ancient Ethiopia -- School Library JournalWein's precise and powerful prose brings the tale she



began in Lion Hunter to a fitting close...extremely riveting. -- Kirkus, starred reviewAbout the
AuthorElizabeth E. Wein lives in Perth, Scotland.Read more
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Molly, “Immensely Moving. It's impossible to write a review that can, in any way, describe the
depth and intensity of this book. It merits a review of each letter. It is listed in Terry Glaspey's
Great Books of the Christian Tradition. It is a collection of letters to and from the great martyr
Dietrich Bonhoeffer during his two-year imprisonment prior to his hanging in April 1945. The
letters express a vast range of thought and emotion. In a few letters, he does express complex
theological ideas, but in most of them, it is profoundly readable as he expresses what it means
to be human in a difficult situation. He acknowledged the revelation that the Christian life is not
lived in theological work or in contemplation or meditation, but in the ups and downs of daily
human life. Much of it is difficult to read not only because of the angst it produces but also
because of the tears in the reader's eyes make it difficult to see the words on the page. As I
have tried to say, the breadth of thought is too great to summarize in a review, but it was notable
to me that he stated that he was no longer certain that the ideas he expressed in his book "The
Cost of Discipleship" were valid. In the early days, he said that he read the Psalms every day
and was reading the Bible straight through. He often quoted Scripture or referred to passages,
testifying to his love of and value for the Bible, a Book that too many people deprive themselves
of altogether, even though they are free and not confined in prison. He said that he believed that
his time in prison was not wasted though he did not know what would come of it. He wrote, "I
believe that nothing that happens to me is meaningless, and that it is good for us all that it
should be so, even if it runs counter to our own wishes. As I see it, I'm here for some purpose,
and I only hope I may fulfill it." Of course, his letters themselves present a unique view of what it
means to live as a Christian in the most horrible circumstances imaginable. He often said that
his fellow prisoners and the guards found him calm and pleasant, while he often felt anything but
that inside. He was depressed, happy, lonely, content in solitude, crabby, compassionate. The
entire spectrum of human life and feeling is expressed through these letters in a way that could
never occur in a formal theology book. And in a sense, he expressed in a simple, straightforward
way the thoughts of humankind about life. It is very simple and very profound and heartbreaking,
all at the same time.  This is a book not to be missed.”

Karen D. Bonnar, “Time well spent. Add this to your reading short list, esp if you desire to better
understand what people face under Nazi injustice . Dense, yet impactful. Bonhoeffer never quit
on God. His letters provide intelligent hope that persecution does not have the final say.”

Gitfiddler Ed, “The only way to understand Bonhoeffer. It was over 50 years since I had read
"Letters and Papers from Prison" and somewhere along the line my copy must have been
loaned to someone and went missing. However, it was the original shorter edition containing
only the letters from Dietrich to his good friend Eberhard. This expanded edition also contains
most of his letters to his family members and his fiance. I am so glad I got this edition. It is the



only way to see Bonhoeffer's depth of thought, his struggles with his conscience as to whether a
Christian pacifist (himself) can justify participating in the assassination of Hitler. He also goes
into depth about his suggestion for a "non-religious Christianity."You will also trace his wrestling
with his prison life, and where it might lead. HOWEVER, I highly recommend that before you
read LPP that you read Chapter 13 of Bethge's Biography of Bonhoeffer. Unless you do you will
get the impression that he thinks his case will be resolved quickly. His letters to his family
members often sound optomistic and up-beat, which is far from the truth. His family knew full
well his case would probably end up with his execution, but Bonhoeffer wrote to them in a code
that they would understand which gave them a much darker expectation. For instance, he often
mentions the health of "Uncle Rudy." "Uncle Rudy" is the code for the war raging throughout
Germany. There are many such codes in his letters to family which are given so they will pass
the Nazi censors. These codes are well explained in Chapter 13 of Bethge's Biography. Many of
the letters to Bethge (he was a seminary student years earlier taught by Bonhoeffer) were
smuggled out of the prison and bypassed the censors, that's why their content is so much
bleaker.If you want to understand Bonhoeffer at all you must at least read "Letters and Papers
from Prison" and then surely read "The Cost of Discipleship."”

Ebook Library Reader, “Well Pleased!. Super excited to get my book, which arrived on time and
in great condition.  Thank you!”

byebird, “a must read. Bonfoffer was imprisoned by the Nazis as a resistor -- and was hung by
them around the age of 39. It was an act of his Christian conscience. These letters are very real,
and honest in a time today where honesty is hard to find. He shares his doubts and his joys. He
stood against those taking the lives of mostly jewish people, also Gypsies, the handicapped.
And it cost him his life, oh that we would be inspired to have the same kind of bravery when
needed. He is a role model and hero that is easy to forget, but not where it really counts.”

A MILLARD, “Excellent. Excellent service and great quality product. Had a little difficulty
tracking this book down for study purposes but Amazon to the rescue once more!”

Cherry Smalley, “My thoughts. very interesting rather hard to understand in places which he
could have explained further. the poems were excellent and moving will keep a copy”

Ism, “Inspiring stuff... This man puts into a more helpful context, the contemporary 'need' for
comfort. There is a lot to learn from here”

touchstone, “Five Stars. Abridged but a good selection of Bonhoeffer's letters”

prabindh, “A window into Christian theology. Collection of letters from Dietrich while incarcerated
in Prison in the 1940s in Germany. Covers wide range of topics from relationships (The Marriage



Sermon), managing hardships in isolation. Minces no words in talking about the issues in
theology and religion's relation to the modern world. The most important piece of writing for me
though - is the discussion about the true meaning of Christianity, about the concept of a
Suffering God instead of an all powerful God.”

The book by Will Osborne has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 416 people have provided feedback.
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